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In a consideration of the half-a-dozen miscellaneous
novels which claim a place in this section, one is faced with
the problem of their variety. They all differ from one another
in their tone, spirit, and conduct. It will therefore be best to
make a few remarks about each as it appears in its chrono-
logical order and to postpone general deductions to the end.
But before proceeding to an examination of individual
works, we ought to state that their main importance
lies, first, in so far as we find in them traces of ingredients
associated with The Castle of Otranto^ and secondly, in as much
as they contain the tentative developments of suggestions
popularized by Walpole, developments which ultimately
lead to Mrs. Radcliffe and the full-fledged tale of terror.
A year before Miss Blower introduced the Gothic castle
into her novel, "a young lady" used the same machinery in
her story written in a series of letters, called The Ring1 (1784).
From the name one might imagine it to be something differ-
ent from the contemporary realistic type of novel, but its
sub-title, "History of Lady Jemima Guzman," soon corrects
the error. The very fact that Miss Burney has been
suggested as a possible author of it speaks for itself. But
amidst duels and divorces, the petty prattle of drawing
rooms and perpetual love making, we find a real Gothic
castle with a ruinous air, and a reputation of being haunted.
Lady Jemima is the grand-daughter of a Spanish noble,
and her troubles begin when she refuses to obey the peremp-
tory orders of her step-mother. Lady Susan, to marry a
marquis she detests. Lady Susan flies into a tempestuous
rage. When Jemima asks her maid whether she knew what
were to be the likely consequences, she replies, "Oh! no,
Madam, no! but we are afraid you will be carried to
the Old Castle."2 The fears come true. When the castle is
*E. P. Dodgson in a letter in The Academy (No, 2181, pp. 254-5, February ax,
i$>i4) makes the suggestion that the author of Evelina was also the author or The
King. He supports his suggestion by internal evidence only. It might be mentioned
that in 1785 appeared The False friends, in a Series of letters, by the Author of the
Ring. It is too much to believe that Miss Burney wrote two novels anonymously
after the success of Evelina and Cecilia.
*The Ring, a Novel, in a Series of Letters, 1784,1, 144.